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 Second Time’s A Charm!  
I first met Melvin and Jennifer in November 
of 2006.  Melvin, who suffers from diabetes, 
had just spent several weeks in the hospital 
from complications. Upon his release, the 
family was facing eviction from their rental 
home in Cary.  The couple explained that 
this was not uncommon, and in fact, it was a 
similar situation that brought them to WIHN 
the first time in 2003.  Despite the fact that 
both Jennifer and Melvin were working two 
jobs when health allowed, constant medical 
issues kept the couple from sustaining 
housing and stability for their family of four. 
 
When assessing the factors contributing to 
their family’s instability, it was determined 
that medical coverage and a constant 
source of income were crucial to their 
remaining independent.  During their eight 
week stay with WIHN, the couple worked 
with staff and was able to secure Medicaid 
and other benefits, as well as housing.   
 
Jennifer received a full scholarship to Wake 
Technical Community College in 2007 and 
became a Certified Nursing Assistant.  She 
remains enrolled and is pursuing a nursing 
degree.  Melvin’s health has improved with 
consistent medical care, and he remains 
employed.  Today, Melvin and Jennifer are 
proud homeowners as well as proud WIHN 
volunteers, giving back to the program they 
say “was a lifesaver.” 
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2008 WIHN Funding Sources 
 

Program Services (Government) 33.8% 
    City of Raleigh    6.2% 
    FEMA     9.4% 
    State Agency    2.9% 
    Wake County  15.3% 
 

Congregations, Corporations, Foundations, 
Individuals    64.1% 
    Congregations  19.0% 
    Corporations    3.6% 
    Foundations   27.4% 
    Individuals   14.1% 
 

Special Events/Fundraisers    2.1% 
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We live in a culture that assigns "value" to things 
predominantly in monetary terms.  A rain forest 
appears on the accounting ledgers only when it has 
been chopped down into lumber.  Caring for children 
or older parents becomes part of the economy only 
when someone is paid a salary to do what a family 
member might have done.  In short, until there is a 
way to assign a dollar value to an activity or product, 
it is invisible to society's decision makers.
 

Do you have any idea of the value of volunteering to 
WIHN?  We do!   
 

Conservatively, it takes approximately 22,85
volunteer hours a year, including church and Day 
Center volunteers, to run the WIHN program.  That is 
the equivalent of 11 full time employees;
form, the value is $391,649.  The value of shelter and 
meals provided by local congregat
community groups is another $179,580 per year.
 

Wake Interfaith unites many different streams of the 
religious community into a joint mission effort.  By 
sharing a mutual concern and response to the problem 
of homelessness, relationships are born that trans
denominations and cultures.  A common purpose 
enriches not only the congregations themselves, but 
the life of an entire community in a cost efficient 
manner.   
�
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David R. Jackson  
 
Dave Jackson, a founding Trustee of WIHN, died 
on November 4, 2008.  He was an active WIHN 
Trustee until 2007, when he was serving as Vice 
President.  From 1992 until WIHN was 
incorporated in September of 1993, Dave 
worked with Max Powell on establishing WIHN 
as an IRS 501 (c) (3) nonprofit.  From that point 
forward, Dave was a faithful “mover and shaker” 
as a supporter and Trustee. 
 

Dave was a member of Benson Memorial United 
Methodist Church, one of the original WIHN host 
congregations when the first guest families 
arrived in the network. 
 

The WIHN Board of Trustees and staff offer 
condolences to Dave’s family, and are grateful to 
his wife Eleanor for her unwavering support of 
Dave’s WIHN activities.  We were blessed by 
Dave’s participation in WIHN, and shall sorely 
miss him.  Well done, good and faithful servant.
�
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 never leave home without wearing a WIHN pin!  Each of these attractive pins is one of a kind and includes a house, 
along with an interesting assortment of birds, animals, trees, and people.  The Christmas pins may include angels, 
wreaths, and bright seasonal colors.  The pins are designed by a formerly homeless person, Lucinda, who started this 

as a way of helping others who are in need.  WIHN is proud to be among the select group authorized to sell these pins.   
 

I have been selling these pins for several years, even though I am not by nature a salesperson. Fortunately, these pins sell 
themselves.  I have often been approached at malls or places of business by someone inquiring about the pin, where I got 
it, the price, etc.  Many times I have literally sold the one I am wearing.  Best of all, these questions give me a chance to 
explain the mission of WIHN and its successes.  Wearing the pin is the best opportunity to tell people about the WIHN 
program, the story of the pins, and how the profits go to support families who are temporarily homeless.  In this way we 
can make a difference in our community by spreading the message of our efforts to alleviate homelessness. 
 

Call the WIHN office at 919-832-6024 to be a part of “Changing the world one pin at a time.”� �
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We raised $2,146.92, and the closets of Wake County are much cleaner now.  We also like to think we did our 
small part to stimulate the economy; with all those used shoes out of their closets, people may want to buy new 
shoes.  This fundraiser was a real community effort, and we thank all those who donated, bagged, and toted 
thousands of shoes. 
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WIHN sponsored a Used Shoe Drive in August 
as a fundraiser.  A marketing company paid us 
20 cents per pound for shoes in decent 
condition, and the shoes were sent to areas 
where there is a need – Africa, Asia, Haiti, 
even the United States.  A storage container 
was donated by PODS, so we had a place to 
store them until they were picked up by the 
marketing company.  The response was 
overwhelming as our host and support churches 
brought shoes from their congregations.  The 
POD kept filling up, and we had to schedule 
more pick-ups than anticipated.  In the end, 
10,734.6 pounds of shoes were collected in 535 
big garbage bags, with about 20 pairs per bag. 
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